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Saturday, October 3, 2015 

 

Dear Family and Friends,  

 

Our sincere prayer to God is that you are well and enjoying good health.  

 

There have been several who have written asking for details about a recent landslide that 

occurred here in Guatemala and has made international news. We are very thankful for your 

concern and we are asking everyone to please pray for this special need.  

 

On Thursday night, October 1, a terrible landslide buried a 

small neighborhood called El Cambray II in Santa Catarina 

Pinula, just southeast of Guatemala City (see map). Tons of 

dirt, trees and other debris buried about 125 homes. We did 

not hear about it until yesterday, and today we went out to the 

site to see for ourselves what had happened and what could be 

done. However, we were not able to get close to where the 

landslide occurred because of very high security. Now, the 

authorities only allow a very limited number of people to enter the actual area.  

  
We were able, however, to talk with some of the people who had volunteered to help and were 

coming out of the area. One couple we talked to stated that they were able to help find seven of 

the missing people. Sadly, none of the seven were still alive. While this couple was resting, 

another 10 bodies were found. Others coming out of the area were saying things like, “Wow, so 

much dirt,” “It's horrible on the other side,” and “Sad, sad, sad.” 

     
 

 

Reports vary with the number of deaths ranging from 50 to 75 thus far. They are estimating that 
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the number of people missing could be as high as 500 or 600.  At this time, we have not heard of 

anyone from the church being directly affected with any death or loss of property.  

 

Please keep those directly affected by the landslide in your prayers. We plan, Lord willing, to 

make it back to the area Monday or Tuesday. Sadly, we had another tragedy occur tonight that 

may affect our returning to this area before then. Damaris Ramirez’ father passed away tonight 

from a heart attack. Damaris is Anibal Ramirez’ wife.  Please pray for them as they cope with 

this loss. 

 

We will close for now. Thank you for your prayers. We will be in touch again! 

 

God bless you! 

 

Serving Jesus,  

 

Hawatthia   Byron and Snezana 

 

“Teaching the CENTRAL MESSAGE in CENTRAL AMERICA!” 

 

 

These are the photographs we took today from the one of the two entrances into restricted area.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Above photo shows a drop-off area for donated items. The last photo is the most recent list of 

names of those who were confirmed dead. 


