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2 TIMOTHY 2:2 
“…what you have heard from 
me in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to faithful 

men.” 

Bula from Fiji! It’s the middle of winter here, which 
means the temperatures have been down in the lower 70s 
(and sometimes even into the upper 60s) for the last 
several weeks. But, we have braved the winter weather 
and continue to stay busy with the work! J  
 
Our second term has just come to an end, and we are 
already getting ready for the third term to begin on 
Tuesday, August 22. Exciting things are happening with 
both the school and the local church work. We are 
thankful for this opportunity to share some things about 
our work over the last couple of months! As always, we 
are thankful for all of your prayers, support, and 
encouraging words! We could not do this work without 
you! May God bless you all in your service to Him! 
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It is hard to believe that Devan and I have already been in Fiji for six months! It has been a big 
adjustment for all of us, but we are truly loving our life and work here. A big part of that is the 
joy of working with the Bible Institute at Raiwaqa. I have always loved teaching, and this work 
has been like a dream come true for me. I never really appreciated how demanding a full-time 
teaching position like this could be, but I truly love what I am doing – bumps and all!  

Currently, we are enjoying our two-week “break” between terms – where we get to recover 
from the previous term and prepare for the new one! Our second term went very well. We 
were able to learn some things from the first term and use them to make improvements during 
the second term, so that things seemed to go more smoothly. I am sure that we will continue to 
make improvements with the new term, as well!  

This term, we had ten students complete all of the requirements for at least one course. While 
we haven’t gotten all of the final grades submitted for part of the classes, it looks like we will 
have had seven students to complete all eight classes offered during the term (six regular 
courses and two short courses). Unfortunately, we have had two of our full-time students to 
drop out of the program during the second term due to family and/or job concerns. A third 
student had to withdraw from part of the classes due to some family concerns, but we are still 
hopeful to that he will be able to return at the start of the third term. The remaining students 
are all doing an outstanding job! It is so rewarding to witness their growth – even over such a 
short time. I am already seeing major improvements in the quality of their work, as they are 
adjusting to life back at school! But, it is especially rewarding when you see it being applied in 
their service to the local church. The organization of their lessons is improving, as well as the 
content that they are presenting. There is nothing so gratifying for a teacher than to see his 
students growing!  

During the second term, I taught three classes: 1) Death of Christ (in which we looked at the last 
week of Jesus’ life; his trial, crucifixion, and resurrection; and the meaning of the cross to 
Christianity today), 2) 1-2 Peter, Jude (a text course covering those three letters), and 3) Old 
Testament History 1 (a study of the books of Joshua through 1 Samuel, in which we looked at the 
history of Israel from the time of the conquest of Canaan up through the death of King Saul). 
Dad taught classes on Romans, Hermeneutics, and Denominational Doctrines. 
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One of the goals of our program has always been to make it a 
multi-national program. We are interested in training preachers 
and church leaders from all around the South Pacific. This term, 
that goal began to become a reality! Beginning with the second 
term, we now have our first student from outside of Fiji. We are 
pleased to welcome Brother Lency Mena from the Solomon 
Islands. Brother Lency has come to Fiji to spend two years 
studying in the program. He is here with his wife, Nancy, and 
their young daughter, Yoanna. Even though Lency missed the 
first term, he has adjusted very quickly to the requirements of 
the program. He has proven himself to be a serious student of 
the word of God and a humble servant in the Lord’s church. In 
fact, this weekend, he will be accompanying some of the men 
from the Raiwaqa church of Christ to go out into one of the 
villages to teach. We are so thankful to see him adapting so well 
to the school and the church here in Fiji. It is our prayer that we 
will have more students from across the South Pacific in the 
future. 

One of our requirements for Recognition with the Fiji Higher 
Education Commission (FHEC) is that we provide an adequate 

library for our students. This has always been a goal for the 
school. In fact, we have already begun collecting commentaries 
and reference books that have been donated to the school. But, 

until we are able to provide our own furnished library, we 
needed to find a good alternative for our students. After 

inquiring with one of the local universities, we learned that there 
is a Theological Seminary in Suva that has a very good religious 

library. After meeting with the staff, we learned that it was 
possible to purchase passes that would allow our students to use 

their library and check out up to five books at a time. Near the 
end of the term, we took the students on a field trip to introduce 
them to the library and purchase them library passes. While we 

are in the process of assembling our own library, we believe that 
this will provide a good alternative for our students to have 

access to study resources for their assignments. 
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In mission work, you have to be flexible. Normally, at the end of each term, we offer two short 
courses to our students. Generally, we bring in outside instructors to teach those classes. However, 
this term, it was necessary to change up our normal routine. The Raiwaqa church of Christ already 
had two courses scheduled for the Pacific Islands Bible College (PIBC) to be taught in the month of 
June. Since, we did not have teachers scheduled for to come in for short courses this term, we 
decided to combine our short courses with the PIBC program. The two instructors for PIBC were 
Ray Paseur and Andy Dulaney. Brother Paseur is a former instructor from the Magnolia Bible 
College in Kosiusko, Mississippi. He has been coming to Fiji to teach PIBC courses for 18 years. 
Brother Dulaney is an elder at the Siwell Road church of Christ in Mississippi. The Siwell Road 
congregation is a supporter of our work here in Fiji, so it was great to have one of their elders here 
to see the work. 
 
While they were here, Brother Dulaney taught a class on the Gospel of John, and Brother Paseur 
taught a class on Christian Evidences. In addition to attending the PIBC classes and taking the tests, 
our students were also required to turn in notebooks of notes that they had taken during the 
classes. Since the PIBC classes were being taught during the evenings, we also asked these two men 
to teach a four-day seminar while they were here. Brother Dulaney taught on the role of elders in 
the church, and Brother Paseur taught on leadership. Both of these subjects were very well received 
by the students. In addition to our students, we also had several members of the congregation to 
attend these sessions. Counting the instructors, we averaged 20 in attendance for the seminar.  We 
are so grateful for these two men for their teaching! 
 
Additionally, in preparation for the PIBC classes, our students were involved in handing out 
invitations to the classes – which are open to the public. Each student was given 50 invitation cards 
that they were to hand out over the weekend before the beginning of PIBC. Some of the students 
met up with Dad and I to hand the invitations out in the community around the church building. 
Other students took the invitations to their own villages to hand out to friends, family members, 
and neighbors.  
 



 
 

 

BIBLE INSTITUTE AT RAIWAQA 

5 

FIJI MISSIONS AUGUST 2017 

 

As always, Devan and I (along with the boys) continue to be involved with the local work here in Fiji 
– particularly, with the Raiwaqa Church of Christ. We continue to be involved in the regular weekly 
and monthly activities: worship, fellowship activities, teachers’ meetings, ladies’ meetings, youth 
devotionals, etc. But, we also want to share some special works we have been involved in since our 
last report. 
 
Wednesday Night Youth and Children’s Classes 
In late May, I began teaching a class for the teens and college age students on Wednesday night at the 
Raiwaqa Church of Christ. Previously, they had only been having youth and children’s classes on 
Sunday mornings. Most of those who came to the Wednesday night study left their children at home. 
So, I volunteered to begin teaching a class for the youth on Wednesday nights on the topic of Christian 
Evidences. So far, we have seen a very good turnout for the classes.  
 
Then, beginning in July, Devan and Mom started a class for the younger children. They have been 
studying about the Genesis account of creation. Since beginning these two classes, we have not only 
seen an increase in the number of young people attending on Wednesday nights. The adult class has 
seen an increase in attendance, as well!  
 
Ladies’ Day at Naila 
In June, the ladies at the Raiwaqa and Naila congregations got together at Naila for a Saturday Ladies’ 
Day. The church rented a bus to take the ladies from Raiwaqa out to the village, and the bus was 
loaded full! The keynote speaker for the event was Dana Dulaney, who had traveled with her 
husband, Andy. She spoke on the topic, MAID to Serve. Devan and Mom both attended the Ladies’ 
Day. After Sister Dulaney delivered her lesson, Devan was asked to lead the ladies in a question and 
answer period to discuss the lesson. All of the ladies came back talking about how encouraging the 
lesson and the fellowship were.  
 
Austin’s Prep and Del Class 
Since our arrival in Fiji, our older three boys have been very involved in the youth program. Two 
Friday nights a month, the youth at Raiwaqa get together for a devotional and fellowship. Austin and 
Cory have both been asked to do several lessons for these get-togethers. The youth leaders would like 
to encourage some of the other young men to prepare lessons, as well. So far, the young men have 
been too shy to try. So, Austin went to one of the youth leaders to offer his help. He told them that if 
any of the young men wanted help putting together a lesson, then he would be glad to help out with 
some tips. Instead, the youth leaders asked Austin to do a series of lessons for the young men on how 
to write a lesson. At their request, Austin taught three lessons on how to prepare and deliver a 
devotional lesson. He put all three of the lessons together himself. He did a great job! It was more than 
he had intended to do when he volunteered to help, but he never complained! He jumped right in, 
worked hard, and did a great job! 


