
Hello dear brothers! 

Despite the difficult situation in our area6 this month was filled with the work for the Lord: 

evangelizing, worship services, youth group meetings, «The Gifted Child» Bible School for kids, and 

English and Bible courses «Stream». Everything was just fine… until May 25, when a group of armed 

soldiers broke into the church building, interrupting the service. Their commander introduced his 

soldiers as part of the Russian troops and told us that any denominations apart from the Eastern 

Orthodox (Moscow Patriarchs) are illegal on this territory. Therefore, the building that belongs to the 

church and the Bear Valley Bible institute is being taken from us, and they will have their headquarters 

there. His answer to any our questions and requests was that it was a command from his chief officer 

and that we should leave the building immediately.  This officer gave us three hours to take some our 

things out of the building, after that the building was “cleaned” – that meant that remaining things were 

destroyed and we don’t have any access to the building or neighboring territory. Of course, we were 

shocked because of all that, children were crying of fear, one young Christian lady fainted, and some 

started arguing with soldiers trying to get the building back. Seeing that the situation is getting out of 

hand, brethren asked everyone to go home and stay calm. Thanks God no one was hurt physically 

among those who were present at the Sunday service. With the help of Christian men and women, we 

carried out institute and church’s belongings in haste out of that territory marked by fence.  Officers 

were watching us and controlling what we take. He didn’t allow us to take big screen TV that we used 

for web-conferences, washing machine, some furniture and some office computers.  

 

We transported all that we were allowed to take to a storage place that we rented immediately. 

Together with Dennis Sopelnik and Irina Petrova, despite the huge risks, we tried to talk to the 

officer in charge who was in Gorlovka at the moment. When we were close to the fortified building, we 

were stopped by the armed men, but the conversations with them and with their officers didn’t bring 

any results. Then we tried to talk to some leaders of the so-called DNR (Donetsk National Republic), but 

with no success.    



This lawlessness reminded us of what the word of God teaches us about the times when 

Christians were persecuted and could lose all their belongings, and the laws were ineffective for their 

protection. Often when talking about persecution nowadays, people use Islamic countries as an 

example. But it now happens with us too! 

I think that when this lawlessness is being dealt with, when aggressive armed people stop 

imposing their will, the building will be returned to the church. But we don’t know when that will 

happen and in what condition the building will be then.  

Starting with Monday, Dennis and I took paperwork about our building being seized to different 

organizations asking them to stop following the contracts that we signed with them on the building.   

I have to say that it becomes more dangerous to stay in Gorlovka. Many citizens evacuated their 

families to safer regions. It seems that the war that rages in Slavyansk, Kramatorsk and in many other 

towns and cities in Donetsk and Lugansk regions and in Donetsk city taking dozens of innocent people’s 

lives every day will start in Gorlovka as well. In such situation my family had to make a difficult decision: 

my wife Veronika nd my son Ilya will go to live in Kiev region, and I will continue ministering in Gorlovka. 

I brought them to Donetsk, where we stayed for the night at my relative’s place. My aunt lives near the 

airport, and that night the fighting for the airport begun. The bombing continued for the whole evening 

and night, we could see the flying missiles targeting Ukrainian planes and helicopters and hear 

explosions of grenades. And slowly but steadily the line of fire was drawing closer to us. There were 

fierce shootings in different parts of the city. The battle for the railway station was until 3 a.m., and 

most of it was damaged in fire. With great difficulties because of the closed transport connection my 

family got to the railway station, and thanks be to God that the train was waiting for us there. 

Son begged me to go with them, he cried together with Veronika, but they also understood my 

duty before God and His church, which is in dire distress in Gorlovka.  Waiting for the train to leave, we 

prayed to God for an opportunity to see each other again. It was a very difficult choice, because we’ve 

always been together, serving God together, doing recreational activities together, and for 14 years of 

Ilya’s life, we’ve never been apart for more than a day or two. Now we might be away from each other 

for many months. But even being away from them I want to continue taking care of them. For me their 

lives, safety and well-being is more important than my own.  

In Gorlovka, we continue meeting during the week at my apartment now and with the Mayskaya 

church on Sundays. The church will continue serving God and fulfill its mission in spite of all the external 

circumstances.  

 I know that you are worried about the events, which take place here and pray about this 

situation. I'm thankful to God that I have such wonderful spiritual family! You mean a lot to me!  

In Christ, 

Andrew. 

 

 

 


