
Dear brothers, sisters and churches, 

We trust this finds you doing well and enjoying the blessing of our Heavenly Father in the new year. 

I’d like to address a very important request to everybody who is reading my report. Currently the Ukrainian 

extension of Bear Valley Bible Institute is facing a major financial struggle. Unfortunately we can’t afford to properly 

function. We lack approximately half of the funds to cover our current expenses. It’s very difficult to explain in just 

one letter how it came to be but we really need your support, care and cooperation. We have 16 students this year, 

some of them are married, and some couples have children. They trusted us and join our program that currently 

operates from Bila Tserka. Many of the students had to quit their jobs to devote their lives to the service of Christ 

and His people. They plan to become preachers in the Lord’s Church and teach sound doctrine. I humbly ask you to 

have patience and wisdom as you participate in our service. If you have willingness to help or have some helpful 

ideas or you’d like to find out more about our situation please contact Keith Kazarijan 

kkasarjian@wetrainpreachers.com or Denton Landon dlandon@wetrainpreachers.com. And also would you please 

repost this letter? Please help us to save our Institute and keep the promise to our students. I am extremely thankful 

to the brethren who are already involved in our fundraising efforts. They are my personal heroes who care about the 

Institute and students they have never met in person.  

Now back to my report. We had a lot of pleasant 

events in December. Perhaps one of the most important 

events was the move of Sergey Pavlenkov ‘s family to 

Kamenskoe. He had graduated from our Institute last year 

and we prayed about him to find the job in the Lord’s 

vineyard. And now the opportunity was presented. A 

missionary couple from Poltava Gary and Nadezhda 

Workman offered Sergey and his wife Ludmila to move to 

Kamenskoe and serve full-time in the congregation that 

they had established many years ago. They used to have a 

respected preacher for a long time but due to the doctrinal 

disagreements he was asked to step down.  To our joy 

Sergey had been prepared for the job and waited for a job 

offer. So they are in Kamenskoe now and he works for the congregation there.   

The Institute life is going well too. 

The students finished their scheduled 

courses, passed the final tests and went 

home in the end of December for the 

holiday season. Before their departure we 

had a wonderful holiday fellowship meal. 

We shared our memories of the last year, 

and everybody telling his story said that God 

worked in his life in a unique way. The classes 

will resume on January, 9th. This year we are 

planning to graduate 4 students. One of 

them has already got a full time job with 

Shevchenko district congregation of the 

Church of Christ in Kiyv.   
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Sadly, our local preacher Konstantin is still in the hospital. We hope that he’ll get better soon and they’ll let 

him come home. But at the present time our brothers substitute for him. I ask you to please remember him in your 

prayers. All of our students take part in the work of the local congregation. One of our students whose name is 

Valentin has undertaken a serious evangelical project. Every day he goes to the centrally positioned place in front of 

a supermarket and reads aloud a few chapters from the New Testament. We have never tried this method of 

evangelism but I am happy that he has the desire to try and do it. Occasionally people respond and start a discussion 

and then we can visit and establish some sort of communication.  

 I think that the other very effective way to attract new people to the Church is to have interesting children’s 

classes. My wife with the other ladies from the church decided to take turns teaching them and now we have 

children’s classes few times a week. Our children’s Bible school grew in number considerably compared to the same 

time last year. Sometimes children encourage their parents to go to church.  

  I’d like to thank once again everybody who keeps helping us to share our knowledge and our experience 

with our students. We wouldn`t be able to do so much if you were not so generous.  

God’s blessings, 

Dennis Sopelnik, the Director of Bear Balley – Ukraine.   

 

 

 


