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Your Support is... 

...growing the church in this land. 
A look at 2017 reflects how your support and prayers are being used to plow, sow and 
reap in the fields of spiritual Cambodia.  I just returned from a trip there and it is 
comforting to know that good men are in charge of the school, the church. We also should 
be encouraged by the dedicated students who are committed to the study of God’s Word.  
It is a privilege for me to work with all of you in the unified effort to share the truth all 

over this world.  

	 	



A Perspective 
Where did we come from? 
It has been 10 years since the beginning of the school and a very fast 6 1/2 years since I 
officially began work as the coordinator.  As I looked back in time and remember the 
struggles, it benefitted me greatly to see how far this work has come.  Looking at the 
forrest instead of getting caught in the trees.  I am reminded that we began with only 3 
very young Christians in all of the Siem Reap region.  There was no school, no church, no 
building. 

Where are we now? 
As 2017 closes it is encouraging to me to see the growth in numbers and maturity of the 
Christians .  We now have an estimated 160 faithful members of the Lords church in 6 
different villages.  We have graduated over 50 students in 3 classes and the 4th class will 
graduate 10 more in 2018.  There are 8 graduates preaching on a regular basis.  The 
church is working with 2 different Christian camps. We are continuing to train 2 new co-
directors to fill the big shoes of Phanat Ouch as he prepares for a new work in Cambodias 
3rd largest city of Battambang (3 hours west of Siem Reap). 

Where are we going? 
If you ask the Cambodians that questions they will smile and reply, “We are going to 
heaven!”  Before we get to that ultimate goal we are expanding our building because of 
growth. We are adding a large roof to the top of our building.  This will essentially give us 
another level to grow into as our church and school expand.  After some generous 
donations we will be able to purchase a used van for the school to visit the needy and 
young Christians in the outer villages, to make group activities possible and to use in 
various ways to glorify the Lord.  When I was there we took a field trip of sorts and did 
some research on other expansion ideas.  It is very exciting to see the growth in a 
physical sense and with the up and coming leaders who are growing into the role with a 
sense of responsibility. 

It is, however, for the spiritual growth that we do any of these physical works.  And that 
continues to be the reason I remain driven about this work.  The church in Siem Reap is 
the backbone of the other churches in the area and they understand that responsibility.  
I am particularly proud of many of the current leaders that never cease to give of their 
own meager means, their time, their patience and prayers in dealing with people and 
issues that come with the growing pains of running a school and leading a church. 

“We are going to Heaven!”  Amen to that and Akun (thank you) for being a huge part in 
the success of saving souls in Cambodia. 

	 	



Other Notes: 
• Please pray for the IBISR staff as they continue to face difficulties, learning English, 

translating for teachers, administering to a school, teaching new Christians, learning 
the accounting of running a school, dealing with outside doctrinal issues, church 
issues, and government obstacles - all while raising young children of their own and 
living in the orphanage or in a small rental of their own.   

• We now have a projector system to Skype lessons from the U.S.  This has already been 
of a benefit for me to speak in their chapels, for short course teachers to teach lessons, 
to give many outside of Cambodia a chance to teach in Cambodia.  It also gives a great 
deal of encouragement to both the Cambodians and those who have not met them to 
realize that God saves all and that we are all part of His family.  When I am over there I 
can feel how much this means to them.  

• We already have 4 new Christians who have enrolled into our school because they 
couldn’t wait to begin next year!  Having this overlap is a sign of their dedication and 
is also beneficial to study with the Christians their own age to help. 

• The names of just a few of the leaders who depend on you for your prayers and 
support: 
• Phanat Ouch - Phanat will be leaving IBISR as full time Director to begin a new work 
in Battambang.  Phanat will continue to teach short courses, preach, translate and use 
his many  talents for us in Siem Reap and I am very grateful for that. 
• Piseth Rin will continue to be a full time teacher at the school and preach.  Piseth 
has stepped up in the role of co-director with maturity.  Piseth continues to work at his 
understanding of the Bible and also his English.   
• Darat Run also will continue to teach, preach and work at the on the job training of 
becoming one of the two new directors at the school.  Darat’s love for the lost and 
ability to speak out of passion is evident, even to a non Khmere speaking observant. 
• Vannak Yeng - A full time staff member who is now leading a New Christians class.  
Vannak also preaches all over the area while raising his own family of 3 children - 
Vannak’s wife works as the school cook and is always smiling.  Vannak will be soon 
teaching other subjects in the school as we continue to expand. 
• Pros Rok - A single young man who teaches English at our school and is a great guy 
to have around for the technical side of life.  Pros lives at the school building and takes 
care of many of the students needs while leading in worship service.  Pros translates 
for me in classes and some lessons when the others are not available. 
• Chann Lork - The original preacher, a good translator and evangelist.  Among the 
village people he has a very kind and engaging way of communicating God to them. 

	 	



Personal Note: 
Some have asked for more personal information. I continue to love this work - and that is 
why I am forever grateful to all of you who support me and the school.  My family is in 
good health and we have much to be grateful for.  My wife Teri is the most supportive 
wonderful partner a godly man could ask for.  Her patience, encouragement and example 
of spiritual maturity gives me strength each day. Our oldest daughter Rachel is moving 
to Granbury Texas next week, my daughter Natalie is returning back to Harding for her 

last semester and my youngest 
daughter Sarah is graduating 
from HS in the spring.  It is my 
hope to continue in this work 
as long as the Lord will 
provide a way.  I see so much 
potential in Cambodia and am 
humbled at being able to work 
in the capacity I have been. 

Nothing says thanks enough.  
It is my hope and intention to 
try and visit you in person as 
much as possible.  If you have 
any questions or would like to 
know more please send me an 

email or phone call and I will be anxious to tell you what I know. 

To the many supporters, whether churches or individuals, I remember the words of the 
Cambodians “We are going to heaven!”  Thank God and thank you for that reality. 

Wes Autrey 
Cambodia Coordinator 
IBISR 

One Last Note 
If you know of anyone or any church that might be interested in this great cause and 
might like some information or a presentation of the work then please give me their 
contact information. This is for the every day running of the school which is vital to the 
success of our students and the church to get through their 3 years of studies.  

	 	


