
Dear brothers and sisters, 

This year October was very 

fruitful. We've marked a major 

milestone by celebrating the 

20th anniversary of Bear Valley 

Bible Institute work in Ukraine. 

The festivities took place on 

October, 13 following the 

lectureship titled "Mature 

Church" held on October, 11-12. 

The history of Bear Valley Bible 

Institute in Ukraine commenced 

in 1997 when the American 

missionaries first came and 

established the Bible learning 

program. In time the teaching methods were changed and the program moved to the city of Gorlovka in 

2007 where it thrived until 2014. The year was the very beginning of the military conflict in the Eastern 

Ukraine. We were forced to relocate and the program moved to Ternopil where we worked for a year. 

God guided us to move after this first year and we found ourselves in Bila Tserkva where we're working 

now. It's a brief version of our relocation story and it's very difficult and emotional to tell about all of our 

joys and trials during that time. Our greatest achievement has been the uninterrupted service of training 

preachers for the Lord's Kingdom. During these 20 years about 200 people were trained to teach the 

Truth. More than 10 new congregations were established. All of this was possible thanks to the unfailing 

support of our American brethren. We have a vision that we are working on - to become financially 

independent and have self-supported congregations in Ukraine. This was the main topic of discussion 

during our last lectureship. For the Anniversary event festivities we had the President of Bear Valley Bible 

Institute Denny Petrillo, the coordinator of foreign extensions Keith Kasarjan and the coordinator of the 

Ukrainian extension Terry Harmon. They were the main speakers during two days lectureship. We talked 

about the future of the church a lot. We were united in understanding that mature church starts with 

sound leadership. We need spiritually powerful leaders who will do the Lord's work. 

As for the studies, the students had 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus (taught by Denny Petrillo), How We've Got 

the Bible (Albert Bagdasaryan), Christian Evidences (Dennis Sopelnik) and Greek (Terry Harmon). 

This week we have evangelical activities pre-planned for our students. They joined a few local 

congregations to help them in evangelizing. The first team went to Lviv where they helped our graduates 
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who had established a local congregation two 

years ago. The second team works in Kiyv with 

the congregation where our graduate Yuriy 

Romanov preaches. The third team went to 

Pokrovsk, the fourth - to Konstantinovka and 

some of the students remained in Bila Tserkva. 

We always try to encourage the local 

congregations and support their evangelical 

efforts. Our main goal has always been the 

salvation of the souls. 

Our Masters program is also in session now. This 

year it's being taught in Lviv. Some students of 

this program will become our Instructors upon 

successful graduation. This a good legacy, we hope it will be very fruitful. 

In November we'll have a new addition to our students body. We have a financial opportunity to support 

Taras, a young man from Kramatorsk Church of Christ. He wanted to study, to join our program, but we 

couldn't make it happen for financial reasons. Thank you for your prayers and your generous support of 

our ministry. It's quite possible that we are giving this educational opportunity to a young man who will 

be trained to do a lot for the future of the Lord's church in Ukraine.  

Thank you again for your prayers and your aid to the Ukrainian churches. Our students and instructions 

send their greetings to you. We praise God for our cooperation and ability to train preachers. 

Your brother and co-worker, 

Dennis Sopelnik. 


