
Zimbabwe, Malawi & Zambia Report (July 28-August 20, 2016)

Recently I returned from my visit with 3 of our extension schools in southern Africa
(Zimbabwe, Malawi & Zambia) and it was a very enjoyable and profitable trip. I always
enjoy meeting with the Bear Valley students and staff and getting to know them better.
Then, to see their development as students and as Christians is so uplifting and
encouraging to me, personally. What a blessing it is to see all that God is doing through
us to accomplish and fulfill His purpose in saving souls and training men to preach His
saving message to all the world (Matthew 28:19-20; 2 Timothy 2:2).

Thanks to all who make this possible, for your prayers and financial support, and
thanks be to God for His marvelous blessings, as we seek to glorify Him in every thing
we do! I want to share with you an update on these 3 schools and ask you to continue to
pray for these Christians and the work that God is doing through Bear Valley Bible
Institute International.

First, our preacher training school in Zimbabwe that began in June, 2016. This
school is located near the center of the country in the city of Gweru. It is approximately a
2 hour drive from the airport in Bulawayo just southwest from Gweru. There are
currently 13 students that have committed themselves for the next 2 years as they prepare
and equip themselves to fulfill the Great Commission. I taught the first short course on
the New Testament Church from August 1-5, 2016. The students all did very well and
were enthusiastic as they participated is answering and asking many questions. Although
there are many challenges living is Zimbabwe with unemployment estimated to be
around 90% these men are so excited to have this opportunity to learn God's Word and
share that soul saving message with others. Pray for the church in Zimbabwe.

The staff are excellent at all three of our extension schools in southern Africa and
this staff is certainly no exception. Matthew Muchingami is the Director and he is
assisted by the Dean of Students, Ishmael Mutichu. Part time instructors are Howard
Suwari and Tawanda Hope Karikoga. These men work well together and are very capable,
committed and competent instructors. I enjoyed my time with these men and appreciate
their hard work and wisdom.



Joining me in Zimbabwe for a few days before we moved on to Malawi was Darren
Raines and his son Stone. They are from Spring, Texas and members of the Woodland
Oaks church of Christ. This congregation is very active in missions throughout the world
and are sponsoring this work as well as the school in Zambia. They came over to visit
the school, meet the staff and students, and help out in any way they could during our
time in Africa. Darren being a faithful Christian and business man was able to offer some
great advice and insight into the day to day operations of the school. Looking for ways
these schools might initiate various programs in order that they might some day become
self-sustaining is a goal that all of us share. I cannot thank Darren, Stone and Woodland
Oaks enough for all their help, encouragement and support.

At the end of this report please take time to read the evangelism/preaching report that
our director Matthew put together for the weekend preaching conducted at Gweru,
Zimbabwe. This effort gave the students some valuable in the field experience. They
returned to the classroom even more excited about the opportunities that were before
them and they are now looking forward to their next evangelistic efforts.

In addition, the school plans to plant a garden in the Julena area where the weekend
evangelism took place to help feed the students and offset the costs associated with these
evangelism projects. I really appreciate the innovative ways they are exploring to involve
the local churches and partner with them in going forward to evangelize and meet the
financial needs of the school. There is much work to be done, but we know with God's
help the gospel will go forth in Zimbabwe.



After spending the week and teaching in Zimbabwe and preaching in the local church
in Julena we made our way to Malawi, arriving in the capital city of Lilongwe Sunday
afternoon August 7th. Marc and Christine were there to meet us as we made our 5 hour
journey north to Mzuzu, Malawi where the school is located. It was great to see everyone
again since I was last there in February of this year. The students have grown so much in
knowledge and in their writing skills over the last 6 months. Their confidence and
maturity was evident as I taught World Religions (with an emphasis on Islam) from
August 8-12. Our class consisted of 19 students, 3 less than when we first began in
February. Unfortunately, during our last school break when the students were back home
one of our students passed away from an asthma attack and 2 other students decided to
return home last month for personal reasons.

Our local Director for this Bear Valley extension is Ephron Vincent Mbano and he is
an excellent teacher, communicator and preacher as well as director. I was so blessed to
work with him and meet with him throughout the week. I even had the opportunity to see
his home village and discuss the upcoming evangelism and church planting being
organized. Please read the wonderful update by Marc Veray at the end my report
concerning the results of these efforts. I will go ahead and tell you the bottom line, just
this past week 55 baptisms took place and many more were restored back to the church
since I was there a little over 2 weeks ago. These brethren are doing a marvelous job as
they work together in reaching the lost and plant churches throughout Malawi.

Marc Veary is the Director of the Mzuzu Bible college with Bear Valley having a
department within the school. They have nearly 60 students total. His wife Christine is
helping Marc as they direct and manage the overall work. I do not envy Marc with all his
responsibilities, however I do not believe the Thomaston Road church of Christ in Macon
Georgia could have picked a more qualified and better suited man to head up this work.
The brethren in Macon oversee this work and Marc is doing an outstanding job. He also
teaches courses along with the other faculty. I am so grateful for the sacrifices they
continually make for this work all to the glory of God!

While I was teaching throughout the week Darren and Stone were able to travel with
Marc and see some of the work being done and the various projects within the local area
as well as at the school. Marc and Darren both having done similar kinds of work in the
past and having mechanical skills enjoyed discussing the vocational work and training
that is a part of the curriculum at Mzuzu in preparing these men to preach. Having a
vocation is also vital to sustain these men after they graduate. The maze (corn) mill that is



at the school in addition to the ones in a few of the neighboring villages are proving to be
a godsend, not only for the local people (especially the ladies who usually carry the maze
such great distances to have it ground up) but also the preachers that these mills help
support. Marc is always looking for ways to help these students not only to get a good
Bible education but a vocation as well.

I cannot thank Marc, Christine, Mbano and the staff enough for all the hospitality
they provided to us while we were there! It was a joy to be with them again. I look
forward to next year.

The final leg of our trip took us to Luanshya, Zambia to Bear Valley Bible Institute
International-Zambia. Once again it was great visiting these good brethren in the copper
belt of northern Zambia. Fred (Director) and Cephas (Dean of Students) met us at the
airport in Ndola for the 45 minute drive to our hotel in Luanshya. The next morning we
worshiped with the church in the central part of the city where Fred is the local preacher.
I preached the sermon that morning and Darren presided over the Lord's Supper with
Stone leading our closing prayer.

We have 7 students currently enrolled at the school, they have now completed their
first year. One down and one to go! The first of the year Fred and Cephas will start the
interviewing process again for the next group of students. We already have many
interested candidates as well as a few from the Congo. The Congo is only 30 kilometers
to the north. We are hoping for at least 12 students next year.

The short course I taught for the beginning of their second year was Leadership and
the students all did very well. As a result of Darren's background and proven leadership



qualities in business and in the church I knew he could offer some unique insights
concerning leadership and so I asked him to share some of these things with the students.
Not only did he share many insightful things but he challenged them to apply themselves
and be an example to all. He did an outstanding job and really motivated all of us,
including myself, thanks Darren!

Every day these men along with the staff have chapel at 10:30 am and it was during
this time I was able to listen to the students present lessons, lead the singing and make
announcements, thus demonstrating their leadership abilities. I noticed they also were
incorporating the things we were studying in the classroom throughout the week into
their lessons. During chapel the lessons were all well organized and very well structured.
Once again, I could see the growth and development of the students and the progress they
are making since visiting there 6 months earlier.

Midway through the week after Darren and Stone had visited the school, met with
the staff and encouraged our students they left for home. After I completed my lessons on
Leadership and met with the staff and said goodbye to the students I too headed back
home to the USA at the end of the week.

Thanks again for your prayers, support and encouragement for this work and the
work that Bear Valley is undertaking as we strive together with one mind, seeking to
fulfill our mission in preaching the gospel and training men that they might teach others
(Matthew 28:19-20; Philippians 1:27; 2 Timothy 2:2)!

* Below are 2 reports posted by the schools that I referenced in my report.
The first is from Zimbabwe concerning their weekend evangelism and the
second is an update from Marc Veary in Malawi.

WEEKEND PREACHING REPORT

PLACE : JULENA RESETTLEMENT AREA OF GWERU
DATES : 31 JULY – 02 AUGUST 2016

INTRODUCTION
True to our evangelical commitment, as Bear Valley Bible Institute Zimbabwe we held
our first evangelical weekend outing on the dates referred above. It was really an
awesome experience coming only two (2) months after opening the school.

JULENA AREA
This is situated about 30km outside Gweru City (Southern direction). It is a resettlement
area and still developing with a catchment area within a radius of 6km which include part
of Meadows Resettlement Area.



The approximate population of the area is between 400-500 people; with one (1) primary
school; no secondary school and no clinic or any health facility.
The area has a capability of developing as it falls under Gweru Rural and its proximity to
the City promises positive growth. This then demands that we strategically position
ourselves as the church for the future and continually work for church relevance in the
area.

JULENA CHURCH OF CHRIST
The church had her humble beginnings in 2014 started by some members who had
relocated there under the leadership of Nashville church of Christ. The lack of sound
manpower on the ground has continually stifled growth and currently the average
attendance is 20.
The coming of BVBI-Z is a direct blessing to the congregation because our school
evangelism plan dictates that we work with such congregations.

WEEKEND EVANGELISM
The work started well at 09:22 hrs when the teams left the home where we had camped
for the neighboring homes. We divided ourselves into three (3) teams with the teachers
taking the leading role as we sought to set an example in lesson presentations. The
primary purpose of the program is to fulfill God’s mission for the church through
evangelism and edification; and the secondary purpose was/is to give the current students
field experience.

During the duration of the program twenty-eight houses of non-Christians and religious
people were visited and fifty-three (53) people were taught different lessons including the
Bible is our guide, baptism, the church, sin, God’s plan of salvation, etc. Five homes of
Christians were visited. On Friday our visits started at 09:22 to 15:15hours and on
Saturday we commenced at 10:20 to 16:00hours. Of note also is the distance between
homes; the spacing of the houses is about one (1) kilometer apart.

We also had evening devotions with the church were the Word of God was taught. It is
good to note that two (2) visitors came on Friday and Saturday. On Sunday for worship
we also had two (2) men who visited. All the visitors were a direct result of the home
visitations.
We were also privileged to listen to Donnie Estep who was the speaker for day and
through his lesson titled Fully Pleasing God (Col. 1:10) we were all encouraged and
corrected.

CHALLENGES
There is great need for holiday or field program in this area. The response and welcome
that we got in the two days we visited the homes was so touching. The people were so
welcoming and receptive. It is my suggestion that we consider holiday preaching and/or
field program as this will afford us more time and opportunity to make visits and follow-
ups.

GRATITUDE



My gratitude also goes to the church members in Julena who hosted us during this
weekend evangelism program.

RECOMMENDATION
- More time as alluded to in the challenges above.
- Need to do camp at a one place so as to avoid inconveniencing church members.
- Most of the church members have small houses which are not able to

accommodate us all.
- In order to achieve the desired end in evangelism there is great need of funding

(transport, accommodation, food). Currently the school budget is squeezed and
can hardly accommodate evangelism fully.

- Tracts and booklets for distribution to the people we would have studied with so
that they are left with something to continue learning. Such tracts or booklets
that deals with subjects like the church, baptism, Sabbath, Bible is our guide, etc.

Mzuzu Bible College

A quick update.

We were all out on campaign last week. Our aim was to establish two new congregations
one here in the Northern Region and the other in the Central Region. During the
campaign in the Northern Region twenty-four (24) people were baptised into Christ;
while during the campaign in the Central Region thirty-one (31) people were baptised
into Christ – a total of fifty-five (55) souls saved! I’ve never been on a campaign where
some many responded to the gospel of Christ – we are all very encouraged and wish to
express our thanks to all of you for the support you give to this work.

Your servant in Christ,

--

Marc L. Veary


