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We have a spot waiting for you. Come to 
Bear Valley and prepare yourself for a future 
PREACHING GOD’S WORD We Train Preachers



Today, as much as ever before, the church 
needs you. The Lord needs dedicated 
men for work in the Kingdom and 
soundly proclaim the saving message 
of the Gospel to the more than 7 billion 
souls that now live on this planet. The 
need to sow the seed of the Gospel in the 
hearts of men has never been greater.

Since 1965, the Bear Valley Bible Institute 
of Denver has been training men and 
women for work in the Lord’s Kingdom 
with a strong emphasis on studying the 
Bible. Our mission is to provide you a 
strong, sound foundation in the truth of 
God’s inspired word and fan your desire 
to go out into the world and preach. We 
believe in the pattern of sound words 
God has revealed to mankind in the 
Bible. Each day we work at entrusting this 
pattern to faithful men who will teach  
others also (2 Timothy 2:2). You can be 
one of them.

TRAINING CHRISTIANS  
FOR SERVICE SINCE 1965

The things that you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who 

will be able to teach others also.
2 Timothy 2:2, NKJV 



If you have a heart to preach, then Bear 
Valley has the focus and training you 
need. We don’t teach sociology, math 
and science. We do one thing and we 
do it very well. We teach you the Bible. 
We understand that there are a number 
of schools you can choose to help you 
prepare for your ministry. But, we also 
understand that at Bear Valley you will 
graduate with, in many cases, twice 
the number of credit hours in Bible as 
compared to majoring in Bible at our 
Christian colleges.

When you graduate from 
our two year program you 
will have earned 128 credit 
hours in Bible and ministry 
related subjects. You will 
have experienced over 900 
classroom hours in the Bible 
text alone and 144 classroom 
hours in Biblical Greek 
language training. Compare 
this to the 55-75 hours of Bible 
in most Bible major programs.

WE TRAIN PREACHERS Our Staff Has What You Need - 
EXPERIENCE IN MINISTRY
With over 400 years of combined 
experience in preaching and teaching 
God’s word, our staff understands what 
you need for successful ministry. The 
importance of a quality, sound Bible 
education cannot be understated, but 
our staff brings real-world ministry to 
the table as well. Our staff members are 
more than just classroom instructors. 
We have served as preachers, college 
professors, missionaries, teachers, elders 
and deacons in a variety of locations – 
from metropolitan areas to small country 
churches. This experience brings a new 
dimension into the classroom and allows 
us to teach you not just the Book, but 
how it applies to real ministry situations.

“I learned more about John 1:1-14 in 2 hours of 
exegetical study at BVBID than I have learned 

in my entire life of sermons and lessons. We are 
amazed everyday at the depth and treasure of  

knowledge in our professors.”

Corey Sawyers - Dresden,Tennessee



From the moment you begin your studies 
at Bear Valley you will be challenged. You 
will complete four years of college study 
in just two years at Bear Valley. When 
completed you will not only have earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical Studies 
(BBS), but will also have laid a foundation 
of sound Bible knowledge upon which to 
build your ministry. 

Imagine spending two years immersed 
in a focused study of God’s word. In 
our program you will spend over 900 
classroom hours just studying the books 
of the Bible. This is an extensive course 
of study in Bible and Ministry, where you 
will learn Exegesis, Hermeneutics, Greek, 
Homiletics, and much more. Additional 
classes in Church History, Missions, 
Christian Evidences, Ministry Technologies, 
and others, contribute to a well-rounded 
ministry education. 

Our students spend over 900 classroom 
hours studying the biblical texts. 

ACADEMICS



Areas of study include:
• TEXTUAL STUDIES
• GREEK LANGUAGE
• PERSONAL EVANGELISM
• MISSIONS
• CHURCH HISTORY AND GROWTH
• PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING
• PREACHING
• MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT
• ADVANCED STUDY SKILLS
• DOCTRINAL COURSES
• APOLOGETICS
• AND MORE...

But it is not just about book knowledge. 
Practical experience is gained through 
participation in campaigns, visitation, 
preaching for local congregations, 
teaching Bible classes, and conducting 
personal home Bible studies. 

Women’s Certificate Program
For couples who attend the school, a 
Student Wives’ Program offers 17 Bible and 
ministry courses. Courses include: The Life 
of Christ, Old and New Testament Studies, 
Successful Parenting, Evangelistic Women, 
and more. This program helps your wife 
be an effective part of the ministry team 
and is a required part of the Bear Valley 
education.

Future Preachers’ Training Camp
Each year we hold a special one-week camp for those “future preachers” ages 13-18. It is 
held at the Bear Valley building and is taught by men committed to fueling the desire to 
preach the Gospel in the lives of these young men. This is now the longest running camp 
of its kind in the Brotherhood having trained hundreds of young men over its  
15 year history.



We don’t just teach you what the Bible 
says and what it means. We equip you 
to properly interpret Scripture yourself 
using exegetical tools and techniques. 
Exegesis is far more than just a series of 
word studies. It is an examination of the 
structure, syntax, and forms found in the 
text which determine the meaning and 
message contained in God’s word.

We will equip you with state of the art 
tools to explore God’s word in ways 
you never imagined. This skill set will 
serve you for a lifetime of digging 
deeper and deeper into God’s word and 
communicating His message with power.

A true exegetical approach to the study of God’s word  
provides a foundation for a lifetime  
of accurate and sound exploration  
of the Biblical text.

EXEGESIS MAKES A DIFFERENCE
“The exegesis program at Bear Valley is what made my time as a student truly 
exceptional. Learning the tools for deeper Bible study and putting those tools to 
use not only made me a better Bible student, but also increased the amount of 
joy I received while studying.”  
Wesley Walker, Preacher
Woodson Chapel church of Christ, Nashville, TN

“The exegetical skills I learned at BVBID have proven to be the solid 
foundation of my ministry. It has equipped me to be honest with the text 

and make impactful application in people’s lives.”

Caleb O’Hara, Preacher
Ripon church of Christ, Ripon, CA



We have been around since 1965 but we 
certainly haven’t stayed there! Bear Valley 
was the first preaching school in the 
Brotherhood to offer a course in Ministry 
Technologies - training you in today’s 
ministry tools and technologies. You will 
receive advanced training in exegetical 
studies of the text and in-depth research 
using Logos Bible Software. This state-
of-the-art tool will allow you to do in 
minutes what would have taken days or 
weeks with traditional methods.

MINISTRY TECHNOLOGIES PREPARES 
YOU FOR TODAY’S MINISTRY

You will also learn how to more 
effectively communicate your message 
using presentation tools like PowerPoint®  
and Keynote®.

You will learn to leverage websites, blogs, 
and social media tools such as Facebook 
and Twitter to reach wider audiences with 
the saving message of the Gospel and 
strengthen your local congregations.

New technologies like podcasting, QR 
codes, and video also provide new 
opportunities to share the message, edify 
the church , and reach the lost and Bear 
Valley is committed to leading the way in 
this area of ministry education.



MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Are you considering mission work? 
At Bear Valley, we take the Great 
Commission very seriously and so do our 
students. Our graduates have preached 
the gospel on every populated continent 
of the globe. They continue to reach out 
to mission points both here in the United 
States and around the world. Many of 
them serve as full-time missionaries or 
preach for smaller, domestic mission 
churches around the U.S. 

Our students also have the advantage 
of access to our world-wide Extension 
School program for mission 
opportunities. We currently have 
preacher training schools in 16 countries 
and our students are often invited to 
do short-term mission trips to these 
locations. Whether you’re curious about 
the potential of doing mission work in 
Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, or Central 
America, and more - you can connect to 
our established works and preach all over 
the globe.

With training schools 
in countries all 

around the world, 
the opportunities to 
do mission work are 

nearly limitless...



COLORADO’S BEAUTY
There is no more beautiful 

place in the country to study 
God’s word than at the foot 

of some of His most majestic 
creations - the Rocky Mountains. 

The beauty and grandeur that 
lies just a short drive from the 

school is breathtaking. It serves 
as a constant reminder that we 

indeed serve an awesome and all-
powerful God. Our students often 

preach for small congregations 
in the mountains while they are 

in school which affords them the 
opportunity to see these wonders 

on an continual basis.



COSTS
The cost of education today is 
skyrocketing. Many will pay tens of 
thousands of dollars in tuition to attend 
a four-year Christian college. The good 
news is there is NO TUITION for you to 
attend the two-year Bachelor’s Degree 
Program at Bear Valley. You will need 
to pay for school materials, minor fees, 
books, and living expenses. You will also 
be required to have a current laptop 
computer as well as purchase the Logos 
Bible Software (This tool is offered to Bear 
Valley students at a significant discount 
by Logos).

The Bear Valley congregation and many, 
many others, financially support the 
work of the school and make it possible 
for you to attend at no charge. Student 
scholarships are provided by generous 
individuals and churches throughout the 
Brotherhood to help with the costs that are 
involved for our students. Please contact 
our Development Department to discuss 
scholarship options and availability. DON’T BEGIN YOUR MINISTRY WITH 

THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS IN STUDENT LOANS!

There is NO TUITION to attend our two-year 
Bachelors Degree program.

Christian College (Bible Major) Bear Valley Preaching Program

 4 YEARS 2 YEARS

55-75 credit hours in Bible 128 credit hours in Bible

Tuition cost: $28,000 x 4 years Tuition cost: $0

Total Student Loans: $112,000 Total Student Loans: $0

Payoff (loans):  
$300 p/month for 32 years*

Payoff:
Gratitude to Supporters

*calculated without interest



Living Expenses
Actual living expenses vary from family to family. Certainly single students can and do live less 
expensively than a family of four. Car payments, previous debt, health and auto insurance and 
other factors will contribute significantly to the amount of money you need to raise to live in 
Denver while you are in school. Our current student’s needs however, can shed some light on 
how much money you will need for certain expenses.

HOUSING - Housing costs in Denver also vary widely based on your particular need. Our 
students find on average housing will cost $1100-1200 per month for a married couple 
and $600-700 per month for single students.  Bear Valley has arrangements with some area 
apartment complexes and individuals that provide discounted rates for our students. Single 
students interested in sharing and apartment should contact our Development Department. 
We are often looking to pair students as roommates when possible.

FOOD - Our current students also find that food costs  run approximately $600-700 per month 
for a family of four and roughly $350 per month for single students.

Raising Support to Attend
Raising support can be a daunting and 
sometimes intimidating task, but it can be 
accomplished with effort and dedication. 
There are many congregations and 
individual Christians in the Lord’s church 
who will help. While we cannot do the 
work for you, we can offer advice on 
sources of support, putting your packet 
together, and getting the word out. Our 
Development staff is here to provide 
suggestions that we have seen work in the 
past and will do whatever we can to help 
you in this area. Faith, prayer, commitment 
and hard work rarely go unrewarded 
when it come to raising money to do the 
Lord’s work. You can do it.


