
Hello, dear brothers and sisters, friends. 

Yesterday my wife Veronica and I returned from the occupied Gorlovka to Bila Tserkva. It is 
difficult to put in words the deep gratitude we feel to God for keeping us safe during this trip. We 
are happy to be with our son Ilya again. It’d great to realize that here there is no religious 
oppression, perpetual danger and the laws are in effect. This is an entirely different world, and 
when comparing it with the region now under control of the illegal armed formations we find it 
beautiful. 

1. Trip to Gorlovka. 

We went to Gorlovka during the time when the “silence regime” was in effect and there were 
practically no shelling of the city. But, as is often the case in the regions where there is war, the 
situation can change any moment. This is exactly what happened. During the second half of our 
stay in Gorlovka the war actions resumed. The local people already got used to the fact that for 
many months the artillery duels were happening mostly in the night time, and by that time they 
already were under the protection of the walls of their buildings. In the last days the shelling was 
in the mornings, in the daytime and in the evenings. This resulted in the new wave of casualties 
among the civilians.   

The Christians in Gorlovka have been looking forward to our coming. This time they were even 
more happy because my wife Veronica came with me. The Sunday worship we conducted in our 
apartment. Before the assembly we connected via Skype with Terry Harmon and his wife Marina, 
who now live in the USA. They have been working in Gorlovka for a long time, and our Christians 
feel very close to them. Then we called Nadia Workman, our sister in Christ from Poltava who has 
been a member of the Gorlovka Church for many years. To see and to hear the words of 
encouragement from these very close friends and Christians is very important for the brothers and 
sisters who are now living in occupation. This reminded them once again that they are not 
forgotten, they are being thought of and prayed for. After the worship we stayed together for a 
long time, we sang hymns, prayed and shared our experiences. This time we were 11 people.    

 

  

  



   

   

                                                                                                             

                           

During the week Veronica and I visited with Christians in their homes, talked with their relatives 
about the importance of obedience to Christ.  

  

 



Also Veronica and I were near the church building seized by the armed men. Besides the military 
people it now hosts the customs office dealing with the documents of the shipments that come 
from Russia.  

      

 

Since the Church of Christ is considered illegal on the territory of DPR, it is impossible to bring 
Christian literature there. That’s why the purchase of a printer became a real blessing for the 
Gorlovka Christians. We can now print out the materials for personal study, and beginning with 
this trip we plan to make a selection of necessary materials, print them out and give to the 
Christians. 

              

 

Several days before our departure the bandits began to shell severely the roadblock of the 
Ukrainian army through which the people travel across the front line. They were not stopped by 
the fact that many civilian people were there during their shelling. The checkpoints that suffered 
severe attacks were temporarily closed. After reopening they were being attacked again.    

Back to the Ukrainian territory we traveled through the near city of Makeevka which several hours 
before came under the shelling of the terrorists. Through the bus window we saw the houses 
ruined by the shelling, ambulances and the OSCE mission vehicles, and also many people shocked 
by what had happened. Unfortunately this attack had many casualties, and not only among the 



adults but children also. According to the Ukrainian media this attack was a provocation from the 
terrorists aimed at disrupting the peace negotiations.   

  

 

Coming through the Ukrainian roadblocks is always a very slow procedure. At first the Ukrainian 
soldiers look though the baggage very carefully, and after that check the documents and the 
permission of transition in the database of their computers. Veronica and I were standing at the 
end of a long line when right from us there were heard loud explosions that shook the ground. 
People began to feel worried because we were on the road in the open land, and on both sides of 
the road the signs warned that the sidelines had been mined. There was no way of escape. The 
Ukrainian soldiers quickly reacted to the situation: they brought all the people under the shelter of 
the high concrete wall, collected all the passports, and in ten minutes, without checking of the 
baggage, sent the people to the buses waiting for them.   

   

2. Ministry in the Kiev region. 

I continue to come to the Shevchenko district Church of Christ where I continue to teach the book 
of Ecclesiastes. I am very encouraged by the fact that guests come to our assemblies. Together 
with Christians from this congregation we regularly evangelized people in the streets. But still, as 
our practical experience confirms, the conversions and visits of the church happened because of 
the personal evangelism of the members.     

 

  

 



 

I also conducted the study of 1 Timothy with Christians in Bila Tserkva.  

                                 

Veronica continues to participate in the work of Sunday school in Bila Tserkva. The kids really like 
these lessons, and they are looking forward to every lesson.  

3. The Bear Valley Bible Institute. 

I taught the class on Leadership to the 2nd year students. I consider this class very important for 
the students as it helps them evaluate their potential in leadership, and also acquire many helpful 
tools for their work with the congregations. This year I worked through four new topics for the 
students and added several questions to the final test.    

                                    

Together with the teachers and students of the Institute I preached the gospel in the streets of the 
city.  

I thank all who support my work for the Lord, who gave the money to the work and help to the 
needy Christians in Gorlovka. And I thank all who prayed for the safe trip for Veronica and myself 
to Gorlovka and back. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Andrew.  

 

 


