
Dear brethren,  

I'd like to share with you the news about last month events. On October, 13 Bear Valley Bible Institute - 

Ukrainian extension will mark 20 years of work serving people of this country. This anniversary was 

reached thanks to the joined efforts of our team. We are very grateful to everybody who've supported 

and encouraged us, who will be happy to share our joy.  

Last month we started the new school 

year. We've got 9 new students but after 

the first few classes we realized that not all 

students are capable of handling the 

workload. Brother Yury Golik from Kiev 

decided to leave the program. It was a 

mutual consent decision. No secret that 

studying means a lot of diligent work. The 

students have to be in the classroom 

studying and taking tests almost every 

day, they have to memorize Scriptures 

after classes along with doing research 

work and working on sermons. Some are 

doing just fine after overcoming the initial stages of getting used to the new routine. But some still couldn't 

regroup and focus on mental efforts. Of course, it doesn't make them any worse as Christians but due to 

a numerous reasons they still couldn't become good students.  

The following instructions taught last 

month: Stanislav Kuropyatnikov 

(Homiletics) and Jim Sherman (Plan of 

Salvation and Family Life) for the first year 

students as well as Denton Landon (Ezra, 

Nehemiah and Esther) and Viktor Semikoz 

(Ethics) for the second year ones. Brother 

Albert Bagdasaryan is currently teaching 

How We Have Got the Bible. The President 

of Bear Valley Bible Institute Denny Petrillo 

is teaching Timothy and Titus. These are 

very powerful Epistles, very beneficial for 

the future preachers. We are deeply 

grateful to all of them for teaching and 

helping our mission. If not for the joined 

efforts we won't be able to successfully 

spread the Gospel.  

On September 9 we held another 

preachers' seminar. This time we discussed 

some doctrinal issues that can potentially 

damage Christian fellowship. 

Unfortunately we had different views on 

some of the important issues so we 

decided to pause the seminars for a time 

being. Sometimes people need more time 



to research difficult teachings and figure out difficult concepts. And we all need to continue in diligent 

study of God's word and His will for us.  

We are very happy that our students can preach and teach classes in Bela Tserkva and Skvira. We always 

try to give them an opportunity to teach the Sunday school or deliver sermons. Practice of public speaking 

is priceless. A preacher should teach the Truth, that's what we train them to do.  

I'd like to express our sincere appreciation for all brethren and churches who took an active part in our 

fundraising efforts towards the purchase of a new minivan that is so badly needed for our Institute. We've 

raised sufficient funds and now we looking for a good vehicle. It turns out it's a lot of work to make the 

right purchase. I request prayers for the successful completion of this project so that the new vehicle will 

be a great asset to the work.  

All students send their greetings and their appreciation of your help and your support. This ministry help 

the Churches of Christ in Ukraine. A lot was accomplished due to sacrificial generosity of those who love 

the Lord. Your brother and co-worker, Dennis Sopelnik. 


