
Dear brothers and sisters. 

I'd like to share with you the latest January news from the Bear Valley Bible Institute in Ukraine and the 

local congregations in my regular monthly report. 

The classes resumed after the winter 

break on January 8th. This time of the 

year Ukraine usually gets low 

temperatures of 17-23 F. The schools and 

governmental offices don't close even 

when the temperatures drop to -13 F. The 

classes started just like they were 

scheduled. In January we had 2 American 

Instructors. Chris Moran taught Judges 

and Ruth, and Walter Rayburn – 

Galatians. The Ukrainian Instructors 

taught the following courses: Joshua 

(Dennis Sopelnik), Homiletics II (Stanislav 

Kuropyatnikov), 1 and 2 Samuel (Viktor Semikoz). Currently Michael Underwood is teaching 1 and 2 Peter 

and Jude and I am teaching Jewish history from 1 and 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles. 

In the end of January we had a wedding 

ceremony where two students Sergey and Irina 

got officially married in the eyes of God and the 

State. They came to study from the Church of 

Christ in Zugress. Currently that territory is 

occupied by pro-Russian militants. They had to 

do a lot of additional paperwork to have their 

marriage registered. Their documents had been 

verified by the special organs on the territory of 

Ukraine. This is a formal procedure designed for 

the temporary migrants inside the country. This 

is not the first time when the students of our 

Institute wed. It's always a great pleasure to see the very beginning of the preacher's and evangelist's 

families when both spouses prepare to work in the Lord's Church. We ask your prayers for the new family 

and their ministry. 

This month I attended the first lectureship for the Western-Ukrainian Churches of Christ in Lviv region. Our 

graduates who are now preachers Stanislav and Dmitry Kuropyatnikov, Bogdan Chigvintsev and their 

families founded Lviv Church of 

Christ 2 years ago. They are renting 

a place in downtown area for the 

church activities. And during this 

quite insignificant time period they 

had a few baptisms. They were also 

the coordinators for the lectureship 

and we are deeply thankful to the 

brethren and congregations who 

supported the event. There were 

representatives from almost all 



congregations in the Western Ukraine – Ternopil, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk and some other local congregations. 

This was a very happy and exciting time for teaching, admonition, fellowship and making new friends. 

We are also actively involved in the recruiting efforts for the new school year. I have a few people who are 

interested in joining the program next school year. Every year the recruiting campaign is different. 

Sometimes we have so many willing souls and the other times we diligently seek and can't find prospective 

students. We ask you to pray for the people who can be our potential students willing to devote their lives 

to the Gospel of Christ. 

Our local congregation where we worship and work is doing well. We've reached a certain level of stability. 

Our students are active in street evangelism and a lot of times we have visitors. However, from my personal 

experience the strongest evangelical ties develop between Christians and their family members and 

friends. So, we've achieved regular Sunday school classes, Ladies' classes and Wednesday night classes. 

We appreciate so much your prayers and your financial support for training the new preachers. We try our 

best and we pray that all the work that is done for the ministry will be beneficial to God and people. My 

family, our students and our congregation send their love. 

Your brother, Dennis Sopelnik 


